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"giveth thee, 4 
— HE Doctrine 1 ſhall build on the words 
of the text is this following, That dg. 
— and — Dee by. ſubj | 
70 iſtrates, are the ſolid 
3 \of human — 75 The truth of Which 
I hope will appear when I have ſhewn,, 
4 Firs T, What is meant by judgment ang Js | 
| Srconvuy, Their influence on human affairs... | 


Tumbrr, The neceſſity of Judges and Officers < 
maintain judgment and juſtice in the world, ; 

; ——_— with the accom mpliſhments neceflary , 1 
to them. 
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3 Figsr then, Fapment as _ — 
God, and the didates (b) GR reaſon, * which we 
are directed in our duty towards Gol, ur neighbour, 
and our ſelyes. e bring” arth Judgment Fo | 


' the Gentiles, (c) ſays the Prophet J/azah, that is, 


the Sqn of God ſhall cauſe to be publiſhed to the 
whole world, by perfons. commiſhoned for that 
purpoſe, the Soſpel of truth, a more full declatation 
than had ever been made to paſt 
generations. And a Ittle after, (4) be all not 
v the have yer: j ent 

a tbe earth ; and the iſles ſball wait for his — 
re 


ere judg Went und Jaw are of like import, ex 


ſing the Goſpel preached to the Jews in their \dwn 


land, and then to 2 Gentiles meant by the ies. 
Or, judgment and juſtice ſtand for the acts "perfoimed. 
m agreement with right reaſon, and revealed AoArine, 
eyes words bigs + by —* ophet Ezekiel in the 
following + pathge, ' ) Wn = n bath gone 
Phat which is Jorafw ee e, hath — 4 
un ny ities, and bark dne them, be 
farely libe. Where lateful and rigbr, ere judgume 
and juſtice accordin 8 to the original; to do wh ich 
is t form ad 


delivered by Almig hty God, gr Ins the 
duties of the more le. UniProt e 


HxNCE 
nl 


(a) Ezek. xviii. 510. 0) Eccleſ. v. 3 "© Thi, ali 1. 
See 4%, Jer. viii. 7, 8. (4) V. 4. (e Ezek. xviii. 19. See 
#Ifo, Y *. 
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te to them or the fatutes 
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ſhall now Pn 0 the | 1 


Sb uh Anal; The — * — . a Ade 
obſervation of Judgment and flies on human 
affairs; on the good effefts of doing: our duty both 
ta — nick: man. The prophet — them 
i Serk free tory — 

Widow. 7 . — 455 
ſhall: be as white as. ſoows — If ye 
and obedians, ye ſbal eat the gaod — the — 
Where beſides the honour which is done to God in 
obeying his laws, and the benefits to men in reſeuing 
the oppreſſed from the hand of the oppreſſor and in 
acts of Tuſtieaz a double advantage redounds to thoſe 
| te un, this pardon of their ſins, and 
tamporel b ings; for: it ſeems agreeable: to God's 
meroy - in Chriſt Jeſus, — fouls from the 
guilt of their fans; who by feaſonable juſtice uſe: their 
endeavqura to vent or deſtroy its dominion in the 
earth; -(:andi40- -blets: * them with temporal 
god, Wh fon his ſake maintain others in their juſt 
claim to a ſhare in it. N ſhail eat, ſays he, the 
gaad af the land; which ſuppoſes theſe particulars, 
200d leatons, a imuinful.Soil, fer urity from violence 
B 2 r 


5 Hai, i I 7-20, i= | ow 01 > 4 | 
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domeſtic or 2 a healthy Erz end 


God's 'blefſing as The” Cauſe of b It 19 87 1 
© * Tur firſt Rep has dhe pate orf an and of 
greateſt influence* towards man's ha appineſs, is to 


Juſtice to Almighty God by promoting his Glory, 

or advancing the intereſt "of: religion in the world. 
God is the (g) end which all things were made for, 
as well as the cauſe which gave them their Being. 
The world was framed to diſplay his wiſdom, 
goodneſs, and power, and man created to contem- 
plate and love him as chief Good. To comply 
with this end for which he was made, and know, 
love, and obey God, is the proper buſineſs of the 
life of man, from perſuing which the leſſer con- 
cerns or momentary cares of this preſent life ſhould 
never divert him, but be ſo managed as to make 
a part of his ſervice to God. Now to do this 
is to pleaſe God the fountain of good and diſpenſer 
of it; and what can be wanting in the preſent 
ſituation of human affairs, to -procure him happineſs 
whom God is pleaſed with ? Here then the: ſoun- 
dation of happineſs is laid both privatc and publick; 
in learning the nature and perfections of God with 
our duty to him, not only from this viſible world 
the monument of his Godhead, wiſdom, and power, 
but alſo from the writings of both Teſtaments, 
the help and ſupplement to man's reaſon; in which 
are revealed by the Spirit of truth, the m yſtery 
of his nature, the condeſcenſion of his loye in his 
ſon Chriſt, the economy of his providence, and 


the ſecrets of his counſel | in relation to man, and 


rr 


(8) Rom. i. 36. | 


(3) 


the: whole world Shen knowelet r 
conformity thereto in a 
virtue, muſt needs be attended — 55 as. _— + 
in theſe latter times, 48 obedience to he, Jaw ; 
in the former: period .of the Jewiſh, 
Which are thus deſeribed in the. | | tero- : 
nomy, (0% If thou Bagh bearten ante the. Dice f 
the the Lord 4 God, bleſſed ſbalt thourhe in the city, 
and ble fed. ſbalt 2. Be. in the” field Bleſſed 
ſhall . 1; the 7 57 of . thy. body >, andthe 225 65 
thy ground, \ and he. fruit of thy. cattle, 
which may be added the ſp iritual <ffedts = ; . 
duties on the ſoul of man. For to ſearch after 
God as our chief good, will prevent the miſchiefs 
of ſetting our affections on leſſer objects; the 
hope of his mercy in Chriſt. Jeſus, will, raiſe up 
our ſpirits oppreſſed with the weight. and guilt 
of our ſins; a truſt in his providence, power, and 
goodneſs, will ſupport us ſinking under many dif- 
ficulties; and death it ſelf will be ſtript of its 
terrours thro! þ hvely faith: of Chriſt's reſurrection, 
the pledge of our ee and the ee fol 
ien ee * N W Ae 8 


01 x the che ſide, | ould we. * off our — 1 
ere on Almi 5 God (t). by denying his 
Being; or (2 2s offs to know him, but deny. bim 
in works ; we argue from his ſilence, that 
he has no (m) regard to — affairs; or profanely 
imagine, that he 05 approves the ſin which he 
does not. diſcourage 7 ſpeedy Peat what 
could 


ee i 7 . 
wt 5 MEM „ 0 


2 


| FAY 1 Tim. iv. 8. (i) Deut. xxviii. 2, _ 6 pf. xiv. 1. 
| (1) Tit. i, 16, "ol Ezek. viii. 12. iu) Pf. I. 21, JB 
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could be expecte 
God fhould convince us by fevere jadgments of tlie 


_— or honour according to our knowledge 


on works; ſhould they yet advance in the g 


crucifie him afreſh ; but (p) to do duſpite to the 
Sy of: onthe and conſpire with the Jews in re- 
jecting the falvation offered in his name? (67 Por 


(6) 


d from ſuch- an apoſtacy, 


but that 


truth of that, which we would — ackno 


from the beauty of his works, and the light of | 


of 
dge a firſt eauſe 


Gr ſhould thoſe — ac k 


We Father of All, deny the relation of Chriſ te 


him as his only - Diem: and inſtead of admiring rhe 


method of mercy in " redeeming the world by. his 


precious. blood, .difown their fin, or deny the ne- 


ceſſity of any ſacrifice, or a ach God without 


an Interceſſor in the fireng and merit of N 


neſs of their fin, and make it their baſmeſs to Ko 


at the myſtery of divine love, to treat the ferip- 
tures revealing it to them as the work of craft, 
and not the ditates of the Spirit of Fruth; what 


would” this 'be, bat to perfecute Chrift, and 0 


there is none other "name unter 'hexo given 
among men whereby we muſt be ſaved. And'what 


could we look for, ſhould ſo Roos a fin become 
univerfal, but to fflare in the fate” as well as the 


crimes of the hardned Jews, - and ſuffer the loſs 
both of fortune and liberty, à yuſt puniſhment'-on 


the vanity of men, WHO ; Peet to freedom in 


ſearch after trath, renounce the wiſlom' coming 


from above, and make themſelyes ſervants of error | 


ang ſin. (0 Let the potfberd ferroe irh the por. 
6 : 


et 60 DIED; Q— OE „ 4 -w 


4 0) Heb. vi. 6. rd 70 x. 29, ( 7) Afts iv. 14 „ l 
xlv. 9. | e V 


(2) 


ſherds of the earth, and man boaſt of his triumphs 
over man; but 20. Attack Heaven in the wanton-- 
nel$ of wit, and the heighth-\of vanity, is to ſport 
Wich The runder cf Almighty God, ; which will 
burſt ere che hratls uf preſumptudus ſinnem. The 
of Chriſt: is the Aaſt chi n f Aivine 
toye, the teſiting of which can only be followed 
with e porn he. I: Pn) e 


n mad 5 15 weld oils 905 juldgmens, . 
promotes of — uni ſuture happineſs, is to 
exerciſe 4 — —̃ — Every one is 
uainted with his own with the need 
he has-of another's affiftance ; "for al talents are not 
— — this man has one 
gift, and that man another. Society makes up this 
natural defect, by collecting the accompliſhments of 
many perſons into one body; by reaſon of Which 
each individual, howſoever weak and imperfect in it 
felf, is rich in the talents and improvements of 
others. This mutual of one on another, 
unites them to in acts of juſtice, and offices of 
loye; for he that is faithful and good to others, 
| purchaſes returns of the ſame virtues from his fel- 
low members. The good he beſtows from his own 
ſtock brings in ſupplies to his daily wants from the 
others abundanoe; and the pleaſune enjoyed from 
benefits received, '&ſcovers the neceſſity of his do- 
ing the like to ſecure a ſucceſſion of che ſame com- 
forts; for there's no reaſon that the ſloth and ingra- 
titude of one perſon, ſhould be — with the skill 
and e of Pep | 


Tuts 


; * . © 2a *% hy - 4 3 | | | 

4 1 A ; * 8 ; 
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Furs bids the dach hell of civil iciety, 10 % 
evident to all that judgment and | juſtice are the 
ſolid foundation of ſocial” happineſs.” For arts and 
profeſſions which ſupply life with the icomforts df its 
will flouriſh there, where returns are made propor- 
tioned to the benefits received from them. he 
peaceful and induſtrious will ever be ready to ſup- 
port the brave, who employ their power not to op- 
preſs but protect only; and the brave will ſubmit to 
hazards and toils to preſerve thoſe in peace and proſ- 
perity, whoſe labours at home are no leſs employed 
to procure them plenty, and their grateful thoughts 
to crown their ſucceſſes with deſerved honours. 
The like may be ſaid of other conditions and rela- 
tions of life, that a conſtant circulation of good of- 
fices is the life and ſpirit of publick ſociety; for what 
ground of juſt diſcontent can any produce, or what 
pretence can probably be uſed for returns of evil, 
where all are ſolicitous to avoid offence, and fulfil | 
the duties of their ſeveral poſts? If right be faſhion- 
able, ſhame will contribute to prevent wrong. And 
if all things abound by the methods of juſtice, - the 
temptation will be leſs of E Na R's un- 
righteous meaſures. 


Bu r beſides the ad hal naturally. Sika from 

a due execution of judgment and juſtice, if we 
honour man as the image of God, and diſcover -this 
honour in outward acts of juſtice and goodneſs ; if 
we do the thing which is Jawful and right in regard 
to the precepts of Almighty God, as well as to the 
nature and reaſon of things; our duty to our 
neighbour becomes a part of religious worſhip; a 
double benefit is | drawn from it, that which reſults 
f om 


AY. 


from the love of our neighbour, and the fayour of 
God; and natural good the conſequence of publick 
and private virtue, is ſecured $9 e Hl A cls 
acceſſion of divine e e 


Hz ENCE ; will appear then thi fad eee of 1 
contrary PEN: Should ambition or avarice come 
in the place o W e a an 9 Mt, theſe boundleſs 

appetites,” which are never ſatisſied with the, ſhare 
of good diſtributed to men according to their worth, 
will put them on projects to draw in ſupplies by 
ſhorter methods, the better heads by artifice. and 
fraud, and the leſs. ſubtle, by open idee inſtead 
of dug iſe ; the conſequence of which will be ſtrife 
and ſpicion, which weakning the confidence 
which the members of DOR ſhould | eg 3 each 


124 


of men | being knit "rogether 85 a ihe REES. 95 N 
apprehenſions of ill returns for he beſt e 
civil accompliſhments for want of encouragement 
would be gradually Wnt and ol loſt in ok 
barouſneſs and ſloth. 


 Socrery faking after this manner 7 
ſoon crumble into firſt principles, a maſs of men of 
different intereſts, -wills, and purſuits, independent 
on each other, who living together without any 
reſtraint, . but of mutual fear, would have frequent 
opportunities of doing the wrong, - which they 
could not have done in other circumſtances. For 
men ſeparated from all ſociety have little to ſtruggle 
with but their own wants, the miſeries of which 
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Ape and juſt, 
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way n. never be cticreaſed- by 1 the . 


but induſtrious kunt re 


5 the 9155 


they excell in Knowledge, and arts, 01 * 
e lernen 


3 are wanted . more by 


mdre pr Ry , 


their Mr wants. A eh Was 2 condi- 


tion of the Jewiſh” Tate" in the days of Jeremiah, I 


when the 3 575 of its fin Was haſtening its ruin. 


Oh, (/) fays he, 1 1 1 had in the bes 42 
Darke 1 9 gs faring- men, that F might 
aue My 2 an from them : for they be 


of dee rous men. 


all. r terers,. an 5 
i 2 eighbour, ann 


Fe " heed every, one of . 89. 

ee in 27 brother : for epery brother witt 
2555 5 Mtg” and Le bebe, will WHITE 
With Haters,” aw by 


Thr ESE are the i eck or not obfervin 


He who. beginni 88 l 
ee to come 


5 
35 


rupt practice opens the breach for 
in, proſpers for a time till his fin be ufd out; 
when 'this happens, he becomes the mark and re- 
proach of ſociety yet uncorrupted with the like 
practice. The comforts of life, which he cannot 
purchaſe, he can ſcarce expect from favour or credit. 
His 'own. wickedneſs cuts off the channels, Which 
convey the bleſſings of the ſocial life; and if pub- 
lick juſtice ſuffers him to live, he is yet deſtitute 
of common neceffaries, in the midſt of an afflnence 
which every where ſurrounds him, and others en- 


by. The eng of wel before the contagion 
| becomes 


(Jer. ix. 2, 4. 


"hi 11 ) 
 Vermided: -ahiverfa;''-is' this bulinels er oenhem, 
3 rug mar the peoples | * 
in and His duty to Gd recpatri A of 
him +00 how oan he be ln 
evil which oreflows others of a lower rank, Will 
not advance in proceſs of time e Bis Gun e : 
if it de not reſtrained by ſaſsnable- juſtise? For 
impunity and ſacceſs in lEſſer iniquity prepares the 
way for greater —_— ; and the fear of his power 
being onde overcome, What can prevent the - comm 
Lewpt of My" perſon? T andy" 50 12) fays" Job, 
to the blind, and vp was I to the Tame." 1 wits 
4 father 70 the Joey or, and the cauſe which I knew 
not, I ſaarcbed ont. Aid I boeak the fas of 
the pic eq and pin the ſpoil our of Þ4s Joeuh”, 
e conſequence of which was the pect of 8 
and pt s life; for adds he; Cu) tbun 7 


oſperou 
fi 1 ſhall die and I pu, mu. 
e ee 


Ax v his duty to God the nad of 
N e the magiſtrate to reſtrain fiich; in Al ey | 
ſhould he prove ne gligent, the catiſe' "will devolve to 
Almighty God; as it is written, [x all tbe 'foun 
Aations of the 'carth are oat of tourſt'; iq, 
O God, and judge thou the earth. "And if God 
ariſe, his vengeance will be equal to the number of 


the ſufferers, the een of Weir cry, ane tHe mi 
giſtrates indelenoe. a 


VAN are attempts then to PO. ne by 
other methods than Ee and juſtice ; for it 
G2 dannot 


1 


(1) Job xxix. 15, Cc. @ Ver. 18. (0). Pf lxxxii. 5, 8. 


that the torrefit of 


Can 


and en A bold Spirit, Which des 


no. reſtraint, may think it indifferent by what me 


thods he carries the point, which He ought to 
purſue; but what is the he ine? He leaves a curſe 
on his paſt ſervices, which in proceſs of time eats 
out the benefit obtained by them; whereas, he who 


- cannot be expected, that the bteſling. of God ſhould. 
— affairs, which are not conducted in right» 


proceeds in the fair way, tho” with flow ſteps, yet 


works ſure, and concludes all on the ſolid- foundation 


of judgment and Ile which wee a N f 


to lateſt falle rity. 


| . mall now det to the laſt artitle; the ne- 


ceſſity of magiſtrates, or of judges and officers to 
maintain judgment and 1 in the world, toge- 


ther with the accompliſhments neceſſary to them. 
Judges and ae are both uſed in the ſacred 
writings / for civil magiſtrates ; the end of whoſe 


office was to judge the people with juſt judgment, 
or to uſe their endeayours, that their Bio & might 
be regulated by the wiſdom of laws both —.— 


and divine. Tis without doubt moſt becoming the 


dignity of the nature of man, which God has ac- 
compliſhed with excellent talents to diſcern and 
execute that which is beſt, that all ſhould conſider 


and practiſe their duty in ſuch manner, that the 
magiſtrate's ſword may always be ſheathed, . and 
his principal buſineſs conſiſt in this, to ſhew himſelf, 


firſt, in virtue and truth, as he is in honours ; to 


r the pleaſure of the blamolcſs conduct of a 
wiſe 


þ vr 


we 


) See Judg. Pert. i. 13-18. compared * Exod. xvill. 


21-2. Numb. xi. 16. 


('13 * 
wiſe people; and encourage merit b becoming the 
rewarder as well as the witneſs and proclaimer of 
it. But the bulk of men being generally influenced 
by their paſſions and appetites, will hardly ſubmit 
to the dictates of truth that are contrary to them, 
if they be not compelled by ſome other power 
greater. than their own; which can 7 puniſh their 
crimes: with a weight of evil, much over-ballancing 
the pleaſure or profit propoſed from them. Their 
frequent acts of injuſtice to, others, and profane 
inſults on religious truths, notwithſtanding the {word 
in the magiſtrate's hand, is a ſure evidence of the 
worſe part they would yet act, were there: no 
reſtraint but ſuch as proceeded | from their o..n 
will. Tis the ſign and forerunner of approaching 
ruin, when the ſtate of a people is like that ex- 
preſſed in the book of Judges, C there was. no 
magiſtrate. in the land, that might put them to 
ſhame in any thing ; ; whether it * meant of the 
want of magiſtrates, or heir want of zeal, reſo-— 
lution, and skill to perform their office. For where 
every one's will is his own law, and his luſts and 
paſſions influence his will, what a confuſion muſt 
riſe in ſociety, while the ſubtle and powerful cannot 
be withheld from preying on the weak, and when 
theſe are ruined, from turning: their violence one 
u you another. 


8 ; accompliſhments neceſſary - to ne; in- 
veſted with publick authority are compriſed in 
ſcripture in ho: following terms; (a) Th hou ſhalt - 
n out of all the people, able men, ſuch as 
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(=) Iudg. xviii. J. (a) Exod. xvili. 21. 5 1 
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19 Furniſhed: with knowledge, and armed with courage. 
Por if magiſtrates know not the nature and end of 


to execute the rule by which they 


af they're weak and irreſolute, ſuſceptible of impreſe 


attend their management. The laws will be ſilent, 


to us by God, in diſcouraging 


gar Gos 1 de rovetonfneſs, "ung = 
place ſuch over them to be rulers. "Able men, 


civil ſociety, and their own office, with the genius 
of the people under their care; or want activity 
are to act; 


ions from hope or fear, menaces or flatteries; or 
are ſlaves to the vices, which they ought to reſtrain 
and -puniſh in others; a train of abſurdities will 


and wickedneſs prevail through ignorance. or Moth. 
They l ſabje& themſelves to — "whom they 


-ought to govern, or who want not the means of 


working on their paſſions. And' the diſcipline they 
exerciſe will loſe its effect, while their private ex- 


ample eſtabliſhes that, which. they are Wed to 


__— in their public character. 


es bas; They muſt fear God the Fatih 
af; wiſdom, which directs men to tlie ſocial life, 
and the methods of framing. it for common benefit ; 
the root of Authority, to whom they're accountable 
for the uſe of it; and the protector of ſociety, 


| whoſe wiſdom diſcerns, and whoſe arm can prevent, 


whatſoever is hidden from the magiſtrate's eye, 
or exceeds his power. They muſt ſhew their fear 
in exciting it in others by their own juſt and reli- 
gious conduct; in maintaining the Truth revealed 
the infidel, puniſhing 
the Thioud and filencing the blaſphemer. For 
they are God's miniſters bound by their office to 
promote the honour of their great Lord, as well 
as the intereſts of mankind. But: ſhould temporal 

| | matters, 


0 ay »: 


matters, theifuccel of which Jopbnds on the fivour” 
of Almighty Cod, be the principal object of the; | 
rates care, as ſueh a demeanour- would be: 
little leſs than to at indępendently on God's pro- 
vidence, . and ſeck for preſperity from their n 
maafures, ſo poſtponing his honour, Which is beſt 
ſerved in the ſpiritual welfare of mankind; to the 
tranſient buſinels of- this Work, can be no motive 
to procure his bleſſing on publiek affairs. And 
what can be the iſſue of the — of it, but to fink. 
under difficulties in times of trouble, which none 
can break tho, but by his help whom they ſo 
diſhonour ?: for ſays God, ( them that hnnour - 
me, I will bunour; and they that deßpiſs me, ſnall 
be tightly eee med. Infinite perfection wants not 
the help of infirm man; but it pleaſes God to dif-- 
penſe his bleſſing by ſecond cauſes, that the heart 
of one may be knit to another by mutual benefits * 
and — he expects that all ſhould concur, . 
eſpecially rates, in this good work, with 4 
chaarkfiinels equal to their truſt; and influence, and 
the abundance of © good —_ are * to . 


cure. 


＋ HUS tile the magiſtrate iimitacbs God,, whoſe 4 
miniſter he is, in acts of juſtice and beneficence to 
men, and ſhews his gratitude for honours received 
by promoting hrs Glory, who conferred them on 
him; the people conſidering whoſe authority he 
hath, and taught by his virtues to fear God, will 
pay him obedience as a witneſs. of their fear, as 
well as in enn to the _ adyantages received 
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from im. Of what folly chen are they 1 
who make it their buſineſs to run down religion, 
and exclude providence from human affairs; what 
do ſuch do by removing the fountain of civil 
authority but ſet themſelyes up in the place of it? 


The conſequences of which I need not | purſue in 
this preſent diſcourſe. Tis enough to 2 that 
ſuch kind of perſons have little claim to publick 
regard, whoſe zeal and abilities howſoever great, 
can never be ſufficient to balance the damage, which 
the publick muſt ſuſtain, from the loſs of the in- 
fluence of religious * The object of — 


which nature directs us to, is awful and 


which when -men have caſt off to gratify their juſts | 
ambition, or vanity, nothing can remain, howſoever 
valuable, that is not e to their further 5 


n 


TAE third n neceſſary to agb. 
ſtrates is the /ove of truth, that is, faithfulneſs to 
their word, obligations, and oaths; for without 
truth there is no confidence, and without confi- 
.dence the band of ſociety is utterly diſſolved, which. 
too much reſembles the buſineſs of the ſtage, where 


every one acts in a feigned character. The intereſts 


of ſociety are too valuable to be matter of com- 
pliment. The preſumption of truth is a ground 
of the truſt repoſed in the magiſtrate, a failure in 


which is the worſt return for the greateſt confidence, 


and implies a capacity for all wickedneſs; for what 


aſſurance can a people have, that he that is falſe 


in any one point for a pꝓreſent profit, will not be 
falſe, as occaſion ſerreß for a like advantage in 
* > | 125 other: 8 | 


4 


| others alſo? ix A; TY a ruler at, to: 2255 Hays . 


Solomon, all bis ſervants are wicked. That is 


| Kattenem, 
themſelves, and hurtful to others, and vile oppreſ- 
ſors. Bar if truth in the magiſtrate meets with 


obedience in a pleaſed people, what bleſſings may 


not be hoped for from ſuch harmony? And what 


lovers of publick proſperity will not be forward to 


expreſs their gratitude to the civil magiſtrate in 


ſuch ſerviees, as may moſt contribute to foften the 


| np act but  neceflary cares of his high ftation. 


By ſuch Airoggls: to out do each 2 — in good 
offices, they Il be both knit into one firm and com- 


pact body, not to be ſeparated by force or faction, 


not to = <qualled by any other. The chief 9 


rity of his /ove of truth is his fear of God, which 


will ever move him to act ſincerely in his preſence,  . 
whoſe piercing eye can look thro the mask which 


deceives the ſimple, and avenging arm can mon 
Gown. the wer which none can reſiſt, . 


T HE laft ch ir is hating covetouſneſs, the N 


root of evil according to St. Paul fd. Tas the 
firſt ſin which the Jews committed in the land 
of Canaan /e),. and which caſt repreach on the 


Chriſtian name ). The ſhekels of ſilver, Baby- 


loniſh garment, and wedge of gold, devoted to God 
but with-held from him, were an early omen to the 


Jewiſh nation of their worſe ſin in worfhipping idols 


of the {ame metal, and the heavy puniſhment con- 
ſequent thereupon 15 a og captivity in the land 


re ee tr 


(c) Prov. : xxix. 12, = (4) ies. 
(. 01 4 Acts v. . 


ſlanderers, forgers of lies beneficial to 
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( 18 , - 
off Babylon a I heartily wiſh that" he like . 
crime begun by Ananias in the Apoſt les days, my 
not᷑ be continued in the Chriſtian church, by th 

a ſucceſſion of coyetous. practices, as may end at 
laſt in the ruin of it. No ſociaty can be laſs 
with that, g which deprived a nation of 
God's favour and protecting power; nor the 
beſt of men from its worſt: effects, which betrayed. 
the perſon of the Son of God! I muſt further 


_ obſerve that the fame term, which is rendered 


by coverouſneſs, ſignifies 4 gift, which/ beſtowed 
in ſecret © is a boſom - advocate, that prevails 
Y . with corrupt minds than the or phan's right 

and the widow's tears. Take the deſcription, 
which-the ſcripture gives, of its powerful, influence, 

in the following words, It deſtroys (hy the heart. 

It blinds the eyes, (+) and perverts the words of 

the wiſe and righteous. It orethrows the land 
in æubich it is uſed. Every one is a friend 

zo him who. groeth it, (i. And whitherſoever # 
e m it is fare 40 proſber. | 


4 Tu ESE are the accompliſhments whicts corlpt pture 
lays down for perſons inveſted with publick . 
rity, to hate covetouſneſs, to love truth, to fear 
God, and be men of ability, or wiſe and couragious 
to execute their office with honour and ſucceſs. 
What of this character has adorned the ſtation 
of ſupream n in this antient, great, and 
renowned 


(s) Joſh. vii. 11-14. Bae $xix. (b). Eccleſ. vii. 7. 
( F4 ) Deut. XVt. 19. ( K . N 371 | ( U ) Chap. xix. 6. 
m) Chap. xvii. 8, xvii. : L _ =_— 
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1 1055 1; 2 
1gs it enſo pe anc to Which N — ” 
58 ee munagernent, and God's eber, 9 
e is never Wagting to religions goyer. . 
12 the virtues deſcen together with their office, 
| elves revive- ir their worthy ſucceſſors. Fo 
| May, the: foxrow felt front the loſs. of 28 old, be 
always ballanced with th the joyful ptoſpect of enctea- 
fing benefits from the new magiſtrate; and this 
anmial change be neyer followed with a werfe effect, 
_ than, to bring id view- thoſe excellent talents and 
| generous. minds; which are equally fitted to ſupport 
© the private and- the: publiek character. And fince 
he © nap and juſtice are the - cauſe of priyate and 
national bleſſings, ahd theft are maintained by the 
magiſtrate's care, may the eyer flow in a plenteous 
ſtream thro” a long conrſe' of reyolying. years from : 
this honourable chair, till no refuge ſhall be leſt in 
dark and retired corners for 3 wickedneſs). 
and eartlily ſocieties receive their accompliſnment 
in that ſtate, which ſcripture deſeribes by the - 
Holy city, n ) thei nemo Feruſalem,. coming daun 
Nom God; a happy ſtate, where righteouſneſs : 1 
abounds as 'the waters of the ſea, and according to 
the prophet, /o) Tbe. Lord is our Judge, the far 
is our Iawgiver, the Lord is our king, To 
thay God bring us all. in his own time foe?! 
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